The Ecosystem Approach
to natural resource management

The importance of ecosystems

Why are ecosystems important? ﬁ? Why do we need to engage and give a ‘voice’ Why apply the ecosystem approach?
Plants, animals and microorganisms interact to form to the most vulnerable? Taking an integrated, equitable approach to
complex webs which supply the ecosystem services upon Access to land, clean water, adequate food and fuel sustaining or restoring ecological systems will
which all life depends. With climate change a real and is essential for people to escape poverty and prosper. allow nature itself to provide society’s most basic
present danger and natural resources increasingly over- Rural and coastal communities are most dependent needs and the very foundations of our global
exploited, human well being is ever more dependent on on a healthy environment, and thus best placed to economy.

the remaining pockets of resilience and ecosystem health. take a stewardship role in resource management.
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ECOSYSTEM HEALTH > Economic + Social + Environmental = Sustainable development

The link between ecosystem health and sustainable development

This will deliver the outcomes
targeted by the Sustainable
Development Goals*
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PROBLEMS

¢ Climate change
brings more
frequent and
destructive storms

e Uncontrolled fires
make land more
susceptible to
erosion

¢ Unsustainable land
use reduces soil
nutrient content

¢ Land conversion
for roads, mining
and commercial
crops and
livestock leads to
deforestation

¢ Local voices not
heard in relevant
decision making
processes

RESULTS

¢ Increased human adaptive
capacity

¢ Disaster risk reduction

¢ Livelihood and food security

e Sustainable water
management

e Carbon sequestration
e Community empowerment
e Enhanced biodiversity

Restoration of natural capital, which improves the flow of ecosystem goods and services
in degraded environments, is a cost-effective and essential tool for restoring security on
“a range of basic human needs such as clean water, food, energy and income. ‘4
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Ecosystém based adaptation

I !!l POLLUTION
Y covare EbA is sustainable management, conservation and restoration of ecosystems to provide
CHANGE services that help people adapt to both current climate variability and climate change.
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Green economy with sustainable value chains

From h abitat tO home — respon Sible CHALLENGE: Agricultural output is expected to double and resource efficiency increase tenfold in the coming
decades. Only a rapid transformation in the way products and services are produced and consumed will ensure

agro-commodity governance - palm oil the continued delivery of essential ecosystem services provided by a healthy environment while meeting the

demands of the world’s growing population. Local communities must have a voice in this transition.*

*Source: WBCSD Vision 2050 report.
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Green economy with sustainable value chains

Fro m h a bitat tO hO me — respo n Sible CHALLENGE: Agricultural output is expected to double and resource efficiency increase tenfold in the coming
) decades. Only a rapid transformation in the way products and services are produced and consumed will ensure
agro-commodlty governance - soy the continued delivery of essential ecosystem services provided by a healthy environment while meeting the

demands of the world’s growing population. Local communities must have a voice in this transition.*

*Source: WBCSD Vision 2050 report.
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Hidden soy
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Pl Global soybean production
has more than doubled in the
last 20 years, up to 276 million
tonnes in 2013. Only 2% was
certified under a sustainability
standard.

Grams soy per
kilo/litre/egg

Source: Dutch Soy Coalition, Soy Barometer 2014
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